I. Overview of the Ligas Consent Decree

On June 15, 2011, the State entered into a Consent Decree settling the Ligas v. Hamos lawsuit, filed on July 28, 2005, on behalf of individuals with developmental disabilities who were residing in private, State-funded facilities (Intermediate Care Facilities for Persons with Developmental Disabilities or ICFs/DD) of nine or more persons or who were at risk of being placed in such facilities. Plaintiffs sought placement in Community-Based Settings and receipt of community-based services. The Consent Decree, which is available on the Division of Developmental Disabilities' (DDD) website, identifies two groups of Class Members:

· Adult individuals in Illinois with developmental disabilities who qualify for Medicaid Waiver services, who reside in ICFs/DD with nine or more residents, and who affirmatively request to receive Community-Based Services or placement in a Community-Based Setting. 

· Adult individuals in Illinois with developmental disabilities who qualify for Medicaid Waiver services, who reside in a Family Home, who are in need of Community-Based Services or placement in a Community-Based Setting, and who affirmatively request Community-Based Services or placement in a Community-Based Setting. 

The Decree does not force individuals who do not want community-based services or placement to move. Nor does it force providers to close beds or enter into downsizing agreements with the State against their will.

The tenets of the Decree will assist the DDD in expanding its community-based system to meet the growing demand for those services, while continuing to honor an individual's choice in deciding on the types of services and settings he or she prefers in order to live a personally fulfilling and productive life. 
Ligas Class Member - Criteria

· A member must be 18 or older with intellectual or developmental disability and Medicaid eligible; and 

· A member lives in a private ICF/DD with 9 or more residents OR lives in the family home seeking services; and 

· The State of Illinois has a "current record" of the person seeking Community-Based Services or placement in a Community-Based Setting 

Criteria for Class Membership

The Class is defined as those individuals in one of two sub-classes:

1. Adult individuals (18 and above) in Illinois who have mental retardation and/or other developmental disabilities within the meaning of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the Rehabilitation Act, and who qualify for Medicaid Waiver services: 

a. who reside in private ICFs-DD with nine or more residents. 

b. for whom the State has a current record reflecting that the individual has requested to receive community-based services or placement in a community-based setting. 

2. Adult individuals in Illinois who have mental retardation and/or other developmental disabilities within the meaning of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the Rehabilitation Act, and who qualify for Medicaid Waiver services. 

a. who reside in a Family Home and are in need of Community-Based Services or placement in a Community-Based Setting; and for whom the State has a Current Record reflecting that the individual has affirmatively requested to receive Community-Based Services or placement in a Community-Based Setting. 

How to be Included in the Class…

If you think you are eligible to be a Ligas class member, want to be included, and you are not enrolled in the state’s Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services (PUNS)PUNS database,  you must contact your Pre-Admission Screening Agency (PAS) to enroll.

Who to Contact to see if you are a Member…

To determine whether you or a person for whom you are guardian is on the current class member list, please contact:

Department of Human Services
Division of Developmental Disabilities
319 E. Madison, Suite 3M
Springfield, IL  62702

Attention:  Troy Markert, Manager of Program Development

Phone: (217) 785-6171 

Email:  Troy.Markert@Illinois.gov.

